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Lawyers needed to help disaster victims
Tennessee lawyers have started mobilizing to provide free legal
assistance to victims in the wake of storms, tornadoes and flooding in
the state this week. Lawyers can sign up to provide pro bono services
through the new OnlineTNJustice.org website or on the TBA's disaster
webpage. The disaster site also includes resources for helping victims,
including a disaster legal services manual and a one-hour webcast --
both produced by the YLD. In addition to providing assistance to the
public, lawyers have the opportunity to help colleagues around the
state who have sustained losses. If you need assistance or have
resources to share, let the TBA know. Finally, when a federal disaster
declaration is granted, a partnership between the ABA YLD and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency will trigger a toll-free number
that victims may call with legal questions. At that time, lawyers will
be needed to handle those cases as well.

New VP elected, 5 contested races set for June
Chattanooga lawyer David McDowell has been elected vice president of
the TBA Young Lawyers Division. He will take office this June and
automatically assume the office of president-elect in 2012 and
president in 2013. McDowell practices with Gearhiser, Peters, Cavett,
Elliott & Cannon PLLC and has served as the YLD's district
representative in Hamilton County for the past five years. He was
unopposed for the office.

UNCONTESTED ELECTIONS
Other officers and board members elected without a challenge were: 
West Tennessee Governor: Steven King; Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC; Memphis
Secretary: Stacie Winkler; Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell &
Berkowitz PC; Memphis
Treasurer: Marisa Combs; Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop PC; Nashville
District 5 Representative: Jason Demastus; Kennedy, Koontz &
Farinash; Chattanooga
District 9 Representative: Jenney Keaty; Kinnard, Clayton &
Beveridge; Nashville
District 11 Representative: Shauna Billingsley; City of Franklin Law
Department
District 13 Representative: Chuck Holliday; Law Offices of Jeffrey A.
Garrety

CONTESTED ELECTIONS
Five other races are contested and YLD members will decide the
results at the division's annual meeting June 17 in Chattanooga. The
contested positions are:
East Tennessee Governor
* Ellie Hill; Patrick, Beard, Schulman & Jacoway PC; Chattanooga
* Paul Whitt; Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop PC; Knoxville
Middle Tennessee Governor
* Mary Beth Haltom; Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop PC; Nashville
* Nikylan Knapper; Legal Aid Society; Nashville
District 1 Representative
* Rachel Ralston; Hunter Smith & Davis LLP; Kingsport
* J. Christopher Rose; West Rose Law Firm; Kingsport
District 3 Representative
* Ian Hennessey; London & Amburn PC; Knoxville
* Adam Moore; Regions Morgan Keegan Trust; Knoxville
District 7 Representative
* William Hodges; Middle Tennessee Law Group; Smyrna
* Aimee Luna; Legal Aid Society; Tullahoma
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* Bradley Eldridge-Smith; Henry, McCord, Bean, Miller, Gabriel &
LaBar; Tullahoma

Learn more about these candidates on the YLD election webpage 

Special election results
The YLD Board recently filled three vacancies through the
appointment process. Rachel Ralston, with Hunter Smith & Davis LLP in
Kingsport, is the new District 1 Representative. She will complete the
term of Adam Moore, who recently relocated to Knoxville. She will
hold the seat until the term expires on June 30 and then stand for
election to a full two-year term of her own. Two young lawyer seats
in the TBA House of Delegates also were vacant. According to the
House of Delegates bylaws, vacancies are to be filled by the YLD
Board. Over the last few months, the board accepted nominations, and
earlier this month voted to approve Nashville lawyer Marisa Combs as
the new Middle Tennessee Young Lawyer Delegate and Paris lawyer
Shon Johnson as the new West Tennessee Young Lawyer Delegate.
Combs is a construction lawyer with Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop PC.
Johnson is a solo practioner. They will take office at the House of
Delegate's fall meeting.

Service projects planned for spring
Young lawyers across the state are planning legal and public service
projects for the spring. On May 21, young lawyers in YLD District 7
(Cannon, Coffee, Franklin, Grundy, Marion, Rutherford and Sequatchie
counties) will be working with children at the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Rutherford County. To join in that effort, contact Aimee Luna at
aluna@las.org or (931) 455-7000.

The YLD Wills for Heroes Committee also has several clinics set for the
spring in the eastern division of the state. On April 30, a clinic will be
held at the Grace Point Church of Bristol, located at 1318 Shelby
Street. The event will run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information
or to get involved, contact Carter Massengill at
massenlc@netscape.net or 423-764-1174.

On May 14, a clinic will be held in Chattanooga at the Hamilton
County Sheriff's Annex, located at 6233 Dayton Blvd. For information
on this event contact David McDowell at
dmcdowell@gearhiserpeters.com or (423) 756-5171.

Register now for TBA Convention
Make plans now to be at the 130th Annual TBA Convention June 15-18
in Chattanooga. Tennessee holds a unique place in the history of law
and liberty, and attendees at this year's convention will experience
some of it first hand. This year's Bench/Bar Program will bring history
to life with a journey to the Rhea County Courthouse in Dayton, site
of the famed Scopes trial. Inside the courtroom, Edward Larson, the
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Summer for the Gods, will tell the
story of the case and discuss legal issues raised in the trial. Sessions
also are planned on media relations for lawyers, possible changes to
the Judicial Conduct Rules and legal developments in the state. For
fun, attendees will gather at the Tennessee Aquarium for dinner, tour
and music from the band "Love, Peace and Happiness," while all week
there will be lots of music with the Riverbend Music Festival offering
more than 100 bands on five stages. You don't want to miss this
meeting!
Get more details and register here 

Mock trial coaches needed
Two schools in West Tennessee are looking for attorneys to help coach
their mock trial teams. In Memphis, Houston High School has a group
of students and a faculty sponsor already lined up, but needs an
attorney coach to get a head start on next year's competition. Anyone
interested in helping this team should contact Nicole Grida at
nicole.grida@leitnerfirm.com for more information. In Tiptonville, Lake
County High School is hoping to form a new team. Judge Danny
Goodman Jr. is helping the school find a lawyer to coach the team.
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Anyone interested in this opportunity should contact TBA staff member
Stacey Shrader at sshrader@tnbar.org

Bar exam tutor sought
A University of Memphis School of Law student is seeking a tutor for
the July bar exam and is willing to pay for the service. Please contact
TBA staff member Stacey Shrader at sshrader@tnbar.org if you are
interested in assisting this student.

Affiliate bar news
American Bar Association YLD -- The next ABA YLD meeting will be
held May 12-14 in Las Vegas. Young lawyers in the Nashville area also
are gearing up to host the ABA YLD Spring 2012 meeting May 3-5,
2012. Finally, in light of recent tornadoes and flooding in East and
West Tennessee, ABA YLD leaders are anticipating the need for
disaster legal assistance and are standing ready to help victims of the
disasters.

Chattanooga Bar Association YLD -- The Chattanooga YLD is working
with Legal Aid of East Tennessee to prepare for Pro Bono Night, an
annual event that will be held May 26. The event raises awareness and
funds for the agency's Pro Bono Project, features a silent and live
auction, and involves an awards presentation for local volunteer
attorneys and firms. Contact CBA YLD President Barret Albritton at
barret.albritton@leitnerfirm.com or (423) 265-0214 for more
information.

Jackson Madison County Bar Association YLD -- The Jackson Madison
County YLD is gearing up for a full month in May. The group plans to
hold a cornhole tournament to raise funds for a local charity
(tentatively set for June 2) and will hold its annual meeting and
elections at the end of the month. This week, the group joined with
the TBA YLD and cosponsored a night out at a Jackson Generals game.
For more information about the group and its activities contact
President Ashley Holliday at ashley@wtls.org or (731) 426-1302.

Knoxville Bar Association Barristers -- The Barrister's Hunger &
Poverty Relief Committee is currently conducting its annual cell phone
drive through May 6 to collect old phones for victims of domestic
violence. During Law Week, the Barristers will present the "Junior
Judges" program to elementary school students. For information about
these activities contact President Ian Hennessey at
ihennessey@latlaw.com or (865) 637-0203.

Memphis Bar Association YLD -- The MBA YLD is active this week with
events commemorating Law Day. Earlier this week they staffed the
annual Legal Lines project, which answered legal questions from the
public live on WREG News Channel 3. On Thursday night, the group
held a happy hour to salute pro bono attorneys. On June 24, the YLD
will host its annual golf tournament at the Glen Eagle Golf Course in
Millington. Proceeds from the event will benefit the Downtown Porter
Boys and Girls Club. For more information about the tournament,
contact Jake Dickerson or David McKinney. For more information about
the MBA YLD contact President Shon Johnson at
sjohnson@shonjohnsonlaw.com or (731) 407-7272.

Nashville Bar Association YLD -- The NBA YLD's Community Outreach
Committee is partnering with Second Harvest Food Bank of Middle
Tennessee to rally support for their Legal Food Fight Campaign -- a
virtual food drive and fundraiser. Law firms will compete against firms
of similar sizes to see who can raise the most donations. The event
runs May 9-27. Contact Heidi Tieslau by May 5 if you or your firm are
interested in participating. On July 9, the group will hold its annual
Carbolic Smoke Ball at the aVenue, located at 120 Third Avenue
South. For information about that event contact co-chairs Colleen
Sweeney or Will Hicky. For general information about the NBA YLD
contact President Mary Taylor Gallagher at mtgallagher@gsrm.com or
(615) 244-4994.

Northeast Tennessee Young Lawyers Association -- Young lawyers in
Northeast Tennessee will sponsor a Wills for Heroes clinic this Saturday
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in Bristol. The event will run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Grace Point
Church, 1318 Shelby Street. On May 14, the group will work on a
Habitat for Humanity House for its statewide public service project.
The home being built is located at 408 Wilma Street in Kingsport.
Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Lawyers interested in volunteering for
either of these projects should contact Carter Massengill at
massenlc@netscape.net or (423) 764-1174.

Upper Cumberland Young Lawyers Association -- Young lawyers in
the Upper Cumberland held a diaper drive last week that brought in
2,000 diapers and wipes for Genesis House, a domestic violence
shelter that serves nine counties in the area. Their next meeting will
be in May at the Hurricane Marina Bluewater Grill in Smithville. An
exact date has not yet been set, but for more information contact
President Phil Hatch at pahatch@tndagc.org or (931) 528-5015.
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